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Warring for Women: Introduction to Gender and War 
 
On November 18, 2011, days after invasion of Afghanistan, Laura Bush took over the 
President’s weekly radio address to underscore Afghan women’s suffering under the Talban. 
Last month, the Washington Post reported that President Trump was undecided about the 
decision to send additional troops to Afghanistan until National Security Advisor H.R. McMaster 
showed him photographs of Afghan women in miniskirts in the 1960s. This introductory history 
course open to students at any level situates these contemporary developments alongside a 
longer history of gender and war. It introduces students to the fundamentals of historical 
inquiry through sources that speak to how ideas about gender have been central to how states, 
intellectuals, and activists have framed war efforts in multiple geographic contexts.  
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