Feminism and Sexuality in the Arab World

The history of feminism, sexuality, and queerness in Muslim spaces across the Middle East has
remained paradoxical for scholars and contemporary commenters alike. Far Right political
parties across Europe today have cited supposed longstanding Muslim homophobia and
misogyny as markers of Islam’s incompatibility with modernity. Yet Islamic history and sources
since the medieval period tell a more complicated story. This course uses a broad range of
source material to engage upper-level students in historical analysis through the methodologies
of feminist theory, queer theory, and religious studies.
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